Walter Mertens

Song of the Open Road

for Maxim

Vibraphone & Orchestra

duration 10'

based on a poem of Walt Whitman (1819 -1892)
Song of the Open Road

Afoot and light-hearted I take to the open road,
Healthy, free, the world before me,
The long brown path before me leading wherever I choose.

I. floating on the way to ......
II. Circling around .....
II1. The way to ...
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Score
Vibraphone solo

Flute I, 1l
Oboe

English Horn
Clarinet Bb 1l
Bassoon
Hornin F
Trumpet Bb
Trombone

Timpani

Mallets

(Tubular Bells, Xylophone, Glockenspiel)
Percussion |

(Susp. Cymbals, Snaredrum, Surdo or small Bsdr., Tamtam)
Percussion Il

(Barchimes, Triangle, 2 woodblocs)
Harpa

Violin |

Violin I

Viola

Violincello

Double Bass

Walter Mertens 30 april 1965, Belgié.

Hij begon zijn muziekstudies aan de Gemeentelijke academie voor

muziek en woord te Mol. Walter behaalde een eerste prijs slaginstrumenten
aan het Vlaams muziekconservatorium te Antwerpen bij de heer Louis
Cauberghs en het Hoger diploma aan het Lemmensinstituut te Leuven bij
de heer Leo Ouderits. Het Meestergraadsdiploma behaalde hij eveneens bij
de heer Leo Ouderits aan het Vlaams muziekconservatorium te Antwerpen.
Momenteel doceert hij slagwerk, samenspel, instrumentaal ensemble en

is hij coordinator aan de Gemeentelijke academie voor muziek en woord

te Schoten.

Naast het lesgeven in het DKO fungeert hij regelmatig als lesgever voor
workshops, artistieke ondersteuning en als jurylid bij wedstrijden voor
solisten en ensembles in binnen- en buitenland o.a. Vlamo; Belgian Percussion Days 2011, 2012; Perculliria
(Spanje); Bumfest (Slovenié); Waubonsie Valley High School (Chicago US).

Samen met drie andere professionele percussionisten vormt Walter ‘4Pk *. Dit gerenommeerde kwartet
groeide uit het Mol Percussion Orchestra en verzorgt concerten in binnen- en buitenland met eigen composities.
Ook het componeren staat steeds op de agenda. Het grootste deel hiervan zijn werken voor pedagogische
doeleinden, maar tevens ook voor slagwerk solo, duo, percussie ensemble, symfonische bezettingen, musical,
blaasinstrumenten, jazzcombo, piano, kamermuziek en koor.

Meerdere composities behaalden prijzen in wedstrijden of waren opdrachten voor nationale en internationale
wedstrijden/manifestaties 0.a. voor WMC in Kerkrade (n.); Temsig-Slovenian Music Competition for Youth (sLo);
EMJ Neerpelt (8); Vlamo (s).

Zijn composities zijn door de jaren ver buiten onze landsgrenzen bekend geraakt en kan je terugvinden in gans
Europa, Amerika en Azié.

Walter Mertens, born 30 April 1965, began his musical studies at the Academy for Music in Mol

He won a First Prize Percussion at the Royal Conservatory in Antwerp. Mr. Louis Caubergs was his teacher.

He obtained the Higher Degree at the Lemmens Institute in Leuven with Mr. Leo Ouderits as his tutor and mentor.

To complete his musical studies, Walter Mertens obtained a Master Degree at the Royal Conservatory in Antwerp,

also guided by Mr. Leo Ouderits.

Nowadays Walter Mertens teaches percussion, ensemble and instrumental ensemble. He is also coordinator

at the Academy for Music in Schoten.

Besides his teaching Walter often participates in workshops, he offers artistic support and is frequently asked

as a member of the jury for contests for soloists and ensembles in Belgium and abroad e.g. Vlamo, Belgian

Percussion Days 2011, 2012, Perculliria (Spain), Bumfest (Slovenia), Waubonsie Valley High School (Chicago US).
Together with three other professional percussionists, Walter Mertens forms the group '4Pk'.

This renowned quartet arose from the former Mol Percussion Orchestra and plays its own creations at home and abroad.
As a composer, Walter Mertens focuses on teaching methods as well as compositions for percussion solo, duo,
ensemble, symphonic orchestra, musical, wind instruments, jazz combo, piano, chamber music and choir.

Several compositions won prizes in different competitions or were assignments in national and international

contests or manifestations such as WVMC in Kerkrade (NI), Temsig-Slovenian Music Competition for youth (SLO),

EMJ Neerpelt (B), Vlamo (B).

The oeuvre of Walter Mertens is well-known far beyond our boundaries and one can find it in Europe, America and Asia.

Contact: Walter Mertens Herenthoutsesteenweg 30, B-2560 Nijlen, Belgium
tel. +32 (0)3/411.26.66 mobile: +32(0)497/ 06.46.85 e-mail: waltermertens100@gmail.com  website: http://walter-mertens.weebly.com



dur. ca. 10'

Song of the Open Road

Vibraphone & Orchestra

Walter Mertens

for Maxim

1965

I. floating on the way to ......

e
i
2P o ¥

L7

g

=
B
=,

I —— ——
i

—
—

=

o ——
=

—

I8!

o

o g

— =
=
o2 0¥

o

(=

-

g ¥

==
o0 ¥

]

e L —

—

I
S fo=|rr

;o fo=|Pp

-2
==
o0 ¥

oo

=
=

PP

o

—
—

oo

-
=
PP

I

=
oo

—
=
PP

e —r
V4

T
I

J=84

p i’ v

_f st

oy
7

i

2y
5]
oJ

)3

%
%

3

&gt

i
{2y
D

)3
2
%

3

Nt
p i

)3

o 2
1%

#

P’ a2

L

et

)3
2
%

22
)agt
oy

7

rax

)3

%
%

3

7 —at
o
#

i
{ey

L out

="t
Jp—| pp

st

£y

i

2y
5]
D)

)3
%
%

.2
)—aptt

7

)

Sfo=—| PP

AX

AX

1

] 0

o

mp  arch. M1

n

r

)—agt
7

)

Jp = pp
Tubm

7
#

V\ﬂ AR

Jr

= = = = m m m e oo

PPEEEE EELE FEEE EELE PPEF EEEE EEEL EEEE

£EE EL

R4

i
|
7

-
]
¥

=
|
=

 —
i —
T T
¥ ¥

=
|
i

™
it
T
¥

i~
]
Y

=
|
—

—
77—
V—F

=
|
i

-
T
7
r—7

=
|
=

-
T
7
r—7

=
|
=

~—r
7
V—

i~
|
=

~—r
7
i

=
|
=

~—r
7
i

~—
—
=

D>
o
%
3

)3

%
%

3

[TeA

TTOA S

[T s

TTA &

0 2
%
3

i

I. floating on the way to ......

AL

J=s4

L fut

o

7

e

do o

doe

i

o P e o PO o PP o I e P
P

o

F
o

T =
i o

o

o ® g¥

T

e
o

i

o

k.

1l
[}

i

o

o

Jp

P -

£ e
%

L

i

dooo

doo

L
i
i

L

o

o
i

o e o o
L

s oo

doo

o
i
o o
L

=

s oo

doo

)3
%

I

o
{2y

D

)3
+

]
P’ v

b8
103 w3
(2 s

S

1)

)3
%
%

r’a

)3

%
%

3

n

r Car s
oy
#

§ -k

7

—
arco

>£m,

)

)3
%

.2
)—aptt

7

Jp = pp

>

Flute 5

Oboe

English Horn @ i

1
2

Clarinet in B»

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Timpani

Tubular Bells % #

Solo

Vibraphone

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Jp

©Copyright 2018 WM-music



Song of the Open Road

Ry .V
& i A
. N I
A > > (1L pl -\g ”\ N
il ] I
( 1) i e |||8
il 1l 8|} b ] L il
.\\% N. [Nl N / o 1y |
Hy L LU
.| il | I ]
Wil iE RS [ I i I il
[N Hy il il
L A
M |He m i L i3 ) ! | H
el i —Wm d i ll il L
i, I TTRTT L H TS
k v
) / ann M- iy N M Al
\ 1 H FH il b
||| L N Hh a [T e T“ ?.
TR N i il ill Rt ' et/ T Y I
| 1] i il
A\ ) \ . J@ NI L Ml i iy M
M T s &HA ruw i\ TN s \
R (AN _H Ha N B L || H
niir S m | . i 0l iR
i S S 1 i i il o
M TN Wi h \J " A ﬂJ ..Jw ﬁ\ A
| Hi 1 L\l TN 11l
i i : i
RN P wJ’ H\u N i i ™ T [ M
ﬂ ru il ol | 3 “ Y o I h i [
ol e MM [T Ha 1 il ™
Ul W L <
MHs [y N 8= il Ik
{ i . T | Rl
«L ch M| F + M. (]| LJ
~y A L) lt
m g
H-HS 9 m o
) 161 1 1
[T N 8|l \
I E -
il 11 il
ML i N pmJ i [ 1| M
i
N UM L e 1
Hi ([ i ﬁ\"\\ 1y RY
J E Iy e
e N i
A [ Hin ol |
R L il HHy b
oI fi
1 ALl
Wl o | Wl \A S
a [T [
s il p iy /] -WN
/ il .
( Uw o{1 | — i P
ain ! Ty
|1 aa Hiy R
i g
8|l N i o . 1T
H 1l
B
L e P i M
\ s n“ ~ il =~ o W 3
5 i o % el E ]
H 1 ® & Sl ha hd M e F.
N i & il ¥ b T f aund iy -
hd i el T M
Iy !
m} L VIR G 1 H Hih N ot N
ma A Hm“...m_; L £ TEA S - 1 .
| . i A it
T - TR ol A WA S L - N 1
= U . £ ellh]
8 ) \\-v N N e BNy T o N ) L The
[T Ho 1 L Bzl H T i
S m\. P. 5 ;W“”m_v pﬁm S 4] H1l !l M i = i Al
(1% i Rt | Bz Ty B i NEre < E
Red an Y 34 E3d R N < s
pd ¥ E= o FF N < N EU A
ped 1] “Hy T e i o P NEre = = ﬁu X 5 3
ann Pt G R wpl hyﬂv hynmwd AN ) | N % h ()\Il\ B — = Wa > a
P MW+ W M : . B . T 9 g :
. ~ o = 2 _bm E & & &
- 8 E = & £ m. =




oo

o g &

&

b
o7 2

Song of the Open Road

o =
=

=

e

Lele —

&
o
&

o

b3
1
1
1

-2

o it
>
Hosd
ey

o)

p i
v

B
> e
pampir

—fH ut
L f st

11122

p—

1

FL
Ob.
E. Hn.
BicL !
2
Bsn.
Trp. Bb

¢ £ { £ ¢
H 4 H s i
hit W l hal R
N nyﬁu b u n,%u N N
| R = =
—_—
5 = o \ ! = 5
£ ) S
= E = 5 5 = =
= -9 2

pizz.

mf

#

s

.2
b3

T2

O et
i
o
B
7
A

) -

Ve.
Db.



Song of the Open Road

I I i
b
N |- n
\Aa al i e SN - V T
\ v | A N
el N\\\ ‘A\A 1 o -hr u .ol T
m -w\g T [N N N ﬁw- N
I [ ( ) 5
| Ik |1y i [ Ll
L pmJ Nl Nl
1 i | 8| i | i
il r M & {11 ol ge 8| |1 ol 1l ge g
o L 1
S M N ~ .L —winell .L
_ex . [Res g A o A
ol a | o
> | = AaE
\ ald ]
e I~ T L [YRAER I L, | oL T8 7Y L T
A8 s R A8 k
N /| N
m. I o m o
p N4 F; 1 F@ i
( ( i
e A A
a N A
JuE Jal
L & ||| 1 X
. IMJ 0 L oL TS .| I QLU TN ol TR [TTH
_H\\J
f~y i ™ TN f~ TN JIE| e
N &
™ ™
1 I
™ \\uu (1 IR 79 L)
™
i M w.v _H\\A
g \MMP-\u [T
oy f~ | HE P‘ﬂ [T
)
. » |
M
™ o N
| | I g = - |
al al | L fmJ {1 ol =kl - o] o e =f-! M
LMW / .\‘ P\-WH .\g
- AA{ 8| Agww
CRENER Al o
. ] e
L&
. L
8 | Hll {11 [YREERE IO e[| el [YRREEE TT oY T
A8 A= A8
N ' |
Al N N AF; 1 AF;
e A L
a N A
M Junl Junl
! W E & AL 8= P AL i
M 15 el 2 Trm e Sl &Y |18 A ST TR e
e e «
E! S5 <5 <5 <8 S5 <5 S5 <8 <5 <5 < S S5 S E-! S <5 S5 <5
N
N
Ik,
B
L
T tml il .| ik .| T
[ Yaut| f .
I TIN N
\ (
A, ™
Alw- Lt i smw- — 3 |
M (N [ ] R MHLES LA e » M il
[aspyl oyl ecaul ocaal as sl oo eyl oo ecaul ocaal acayl el ol ocanl ocml acpyl ocaul aspyl ocayl o= Rl
hi hat T hi hat T
hy Ky “hy Thy TH By He ThH Th Thy hy Th “hy| Thy “hy iET Th+ TH+|
i R . P A& s P N A& P A e Pt P A pE. e A&
< <N <N <N N <N < N N <N b u <N AN NE < <N DR N N
L e P PR e e N B e \: e b s oo \&Po N oo 2z f e
e s
— o 5 & —a : = ° 3 & : — I < N — = < o .
£ 8 £ 3 & o & £ £ g g = £ £ s 8
&5 2 = _nP = &~ [

mf’



Song of the Open Road

L\U'
1L 1 " i LUSS 1
k. T~ o all
N r\m“ ol > al N[~ hnu Nl y! | ik N
10 o b o B o
-\wm i N ol 1l [l N
hi P ]
o A » 8 || K, 8 |
A s ( A 2 I
o M A R ! g —|| el rmJ .| B N 7y Q
Il ok i W. ++ » i Ao [ EEon e %]
/ MBuii
L\H'
(YARE T 1 Y 18 LY il
il | LI
o ol 1l - .\\N B \ ik, ol
M L5 N L A8 S
Lohlg ) | 1 . T et AN
il ! || y! | N I e T
./
A Nl il i
\ _ ‘ uil ! .
“Hi b ki i TNy o I M T &
ol [T k. 79
S R); Ad A
il
¢ Flﬁ
s (A (YRRN| R W. RN | n N
( A iy @l ) l
m 8! | t%q " ™ m.r | Kl Ty
.|
V\N ] i N ™ A
( ( i ( ) L
, 8 ﬁw- ™ (YR
A iy LeH A I
| ol M~ N4 L Rl ol b h TN g
. . 1 &
fLLL 8 || LW\\ ~ AA{ I\MH- i AFL w\u
o« b/ L RENAN
¥ [E=s anRl
el ol Ann (YR LI 9 | [YRREN L IO 7Y
b NIl b i
mw f % o M o T
It AF\ 7 1 AFL vww
u > i
I} |8 & >
| . o [ I
o - sl e e e M It
il (171 A
N
- [4l]
el T [ H1- b N PW i
A [ HT-. I
Nl || i Tl N ik,
il R
Al I L
1 / L m
I I I i i
D)
3 , |
™ [l it Nl N
| | i . i |
I {1 ol L fmJ (L ol ee - | o =N == e
oA ol o “—3| o
~ i 1 o Rt R o
ol Al ol
P [E=s ]
. . . i T
A Rty sl =y B~ sl 1R i S 11
il Al N
ui_ Li ' I m o
L YAE il ~ AF\M 1 AFL o
uh o v
-2 1S L&
\ | 8 & i
-8 ks Lo - sl i THICS LT 171 R 1.
Rsy Lty |
i i i Al
Ay By Hy THy Ty By “Ey The The £ 2 The Ay Ay 2 Bk Ths Thy
i Bt Bt A NG, Bt A hid i i i hi i A Bt Py hid it
nxﬁu nxﬁu nyﬁu nxﬁu N hxﬁv nxﬁu o N N b u <N ey NE nxﬁu <N DR oy N
IR q \ o .n nnl | % )\ nvwd \ %d IM- A q
—_—
-« s = -~ < = 2 s = = ! = s - e &) o
= S = 3 & g 4 2 £ 5 g = E = > a
o 2 =) £ = &~ a



res
oS
L 2

T
V4

3

e

1 I
-

—

i

ey
ey

mf —

i

res

=
i

g

Song of the Open Road

J

>3

i 3

rrl-!

T

e g

T

i

be

ple

i am
o

He 3

i -

T
on®
it

e
o

7

b3
&
o

1
1

p
a7t
Hosd
P
H st
p i

—fH ut

e

-2
)t

rau

Fl.
ob.

E. Hn.
B-ClL !
2

Bsn.

oS
C
ey
oS

re

>3
)3
)3

)3
)3
)3
)3
)3

L

i

-
T

o
i
T
———

P

€1

=

=

=

€

=
mf’

T

5e

mp 1 p

gl
&
14
—f

-

I ——
bt

e !
e —— Pr

-

e

Is
——t
mf E——

fe

e
e
i)
i o2
res

e

i s

I =
i
i

™

)3
)3
>3
)3
)3
)3
)3

%

re

—=id
#

S
g 4®

ko -

f

r

i -

L

X r

r=s

&

1
#
o
i
#
by
1
s
#
b3
“
T2

-2
.2
.2

p i
A
) B
7
p i
"
T
T
]
i
3
B
7
p i
p i
O et
i
o
B
7
A
) -

L f st
LA out

Timp.
Percl
Hp.
Ve.
Db.

Perc.2



Song of the Open Road

;mH“ “H7y
)| || - a i . | M (I
/ Hy il il
sm\\. Lib
S ™ ST i M ] i)
/ f Jm\\“ Au “Ie7y
—sI T 178 Al i a [ .\\\N
2 HA 3 £ il
| \ \ ;m}. ﬂ N b
bl LA R JIE! 9 o M mo 2
N
i
- a e L. o y ||| .| N a I
piz A /1o /1o HA 1
- w}. LMJ My
1 .| M ™ o N N b, K K
i
ik -y
3 Al i 7 g |l i a al
e b
, \ YL/ \ Siihe Il Iy
e s e | TN B e e s IR AN F.1 AN
\B [P \B \B [\B el B e [\B \B B [Sb [N el el B \B
o
s i t.r#
T @l
1M alin) LYIRY
"1 I MWL
ol | My M ol [l il AU [Yinll TTerm, ol
\,,nﬁnﬂ ,,nnu. el Sl ,,, el ol .l \, el ol el Bl el Bl elayl el oLyl el el / \nﬁrﬂ
H 1 o
-HR - W\{Mw - t.r\ﬁ
[ YOI 8| T 7™ ol
iy ! =
1T M aﬁ.r#
A | s il iii:} =
[1T% [ | ol
™ T S ” Ewﬁ
B E ! w]
| i o o
,, - | Il , - wﬁL / / /
TR & Ad [T , Lt A me i Sy e 2 Lot 9
\B B \B \B B B \B B \B \B \B [Sb [Sb B B [SB \B
8- b . o
o
s i t.r\ﬁ
o oy
M oy
i el
N NN e el ol L [Yinll o, y ||
ol \ ocaul oyl ocal ol ‘, ccaul ol ol ol st ocaul joeay] =S ,/ acay]
[ L ThE
- W\J - t.r#
NI I i e i L
N [ YNRAI
il
ol y!| i ik (I MmN (YInll L
| @l
il
ol 8 i i
| | ,,, i s
| \ | , , hL - L#FH / il |
Sl TIRENE L BN 111 /RN 3 M8 [ R = syl B9 s (9P s T I
\B B N5 N3 \B B B B [\B \B B [Sb [SB B B B \B
i At i At T
Ay By Hy THy “Hy “Ey The The Ay hy By Ty ThH
i Bt Bt A Bt A hid i Bt i A i hit
nxﬁd nxﬁv hyﬁv hxﬁv nxﬁv hxﬁd . hyﬁv < hxﬁd <
g \ 4 n n @d \ nwd
—_—
—a o = —a 2 = 2 £ & o = o = = - ] s ]
& =} T g & £ nm. = E = 5 5 T > > > a
3] 2 == & = A~ A~




Song of the Open Road

10

I'istesso tempo

ben marcato e ritmico
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II. Circling around .....
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